Introduction
drawn attention to the unhappy state in which
municipal and district hoard roads are being
maintained and attributes this largely to a
shrinkage in the revenues of these bodies,
Much of the wear and tear, he says, is largely
due to heavy bullock-cart traffic, and though he
sympathises with the agriculturist strictly on
grounds of equity, he feels that these also should
contribute their mite towards road maintenance.
He has in this connection referred to the much-
debated question of fitting bullock carts with
pneumatic tyres. Needless to say the damage
caused by narrow iron-shod wheels would be
considerably minimised by the use of pneumatic
tyres. The possibilities of such a change are
now being investigated by the Indian Road
Congress. But a note of warning must be
sounded, for as the author points out, the
substitution of pneumatic wheels would amount
to an indirect form of taxation. The bad state
of roads would cause considerable wear and
tear to the tyres and as these would have to
be periodically renewed the agriculturist would
thereby be paying a recurring tax on them. The
tax would be indirect in so far as it is an import
duty.
The real problem is one of road maintenance
and finance. India has a population of nearly 400
millions but it has an extra-municipal mileage
of less than 280 lakhs, more than 55 per cent of
which is merely earth. No wonder then that the
costs of transportation in this country are high.
Even the municipal roads are in bad repair and
the tendency has been for these bodies to spend
less and less money on road maintenance. So
chronic has this evil become, especially in the
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